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We welcome each and everyone to this year’s session of our synod from the various parts of the diocese and all our friends and partners from within and outside the country. A lot of things have taken place within the diocese since the last session for which we give glory to the Lord and other things have happened to make us sit and think seriously about our pilgrimage on this side of eternity. We pray that as we listen to reports we will listen to what the Lord is saying to us as a diocese and take decisions that will bring glory to His name, and growth with development to us all.  As it is our usual practice, we have some special guests in our midst and we would want to recognize them for their love and sacrifice by coming to be with us at this synod session.
Special Guests
The Most Rev’d Ugochukwu Uwaoma Ezuoke (Synod Preacher) was born in October 1941.  His primary school education was at St. James School, Umuakwu while he began his secondary education at Benevolent High School, Surulere, Lagos which was disrupted by the Civil war in 1962. After the war he enrolled at the Wilcox Memorial Grammar School, Aba where he obtained his West Africa School Certificate.  He had his ministerial training at the Trinity Theological College, Umuahia where he graduated with a Diploma in Theology in 1975 topping that up with the London University Diploma in Theology as an external student. Between 1977 and 1980, he was at St. John’s College Nottingham, Nottingham University as an Evangelical Fellowship in the Anglican Communion (EFAC) Scholar with retired Bishop Jonah Ilonuba and Bishop Idowu-Fearon as his contemporaries on the same scholarship at Wycliffe Hall, Cambridge and St. John’s College, Durham respectively.  He obtained his M.A in Religion from University of Nigeria, Nsukka and was awarded a Doctor of Divinity degree in addition.
Archbishop Ezuoke was made Deacon in 1975 at St. Michael’s Cathedral, Aba and priested on 20th December, 1976.  He served in some parishes as an EFAC Scholar in the UK, as well as being Principal of the Ascension Junior Seminary Umuebulungwu Aba, Lecturer at Trinity College, Umuahia where he taught New Testament and Christian Doctrine. Bishop Ugo was elected bishop in 1994 and served as the bishop of Umuahia until 2002. In November 2002, he was elected and translated to the diocese of Aba where he is currently Bishop. With the creation of the Province of Niger, Bishop Ugo got elected as its first Provincial Archbishop in 2006. Our Synod preacher is a quiet achiever, effective communicator, experienced lecturer, an effective Pastor. In terms of churchmanship, he is an Evangelical with some charismatic flavours which he imbibed during his years in the United Kingdom. Archbishop Ezuoke is very well respected in the Anglican Communion as a thoughtful and clear thinker.

 He is happily married to Stella Chinonyerem – the daughter of a Venerable in our Communion Ven & Mrs. Charles Ofuruka.  The Ezuokes are blessed with four children – three daughters one son and one grandchild.

 Bishop Tubokosemie Robinson Ebere (our Synod Thanksgiving preacher).  He is the Bishop of Okrika and was born in 1950 in Okirika Local Government Area. He began his educational career in the primary school in 1957, later he attended Okirika Grammar School, Okrika from where he graduated with his West Africa School Certificate in 1973. He then went to St. John’s College, Diobu for his H.S.C, in 1974 and finished in 1976. He proceeded to the University of Port-Harcourt 1978 and graduated in 1982.  He holds a B.A. in Education majoring in English Language. He attended Trinity College, Umuahia where he obtained a Diploma in Theology.  He was made Deacon in 1991 and was ordained priest by Bishop Elenwo in 1992.  He was elected and consecrated Bishop in 2003.

Bishop Ebere is an experienced priest who served in many parishes and at the diocesan level in administration. He is a seasoned administrator and a beloved pastor to every parish he was sent to as a priest. He is a bridge builder, a committed member of the Renewal Movement and an Evangelical in both Theology and Ecclesiology.  He is a Church Planter and very keen on making the Gospel relevant to the contemporary world.

Bishop Ebere is happily married to Zipporah, their marriage was solemnized in 1985 and they are blessed with a boy and two girls.

Bishop Ebere is a keen Scout and had had the privilege to represent Nigeria at the 13th World Scouts jamboree in Japan 1971 and Jos in 1977.

The  Revd. Prof. Samson Olatunji Ale (OFR; Mni) was born in Iyara, Kogi State on March 1st 1949. Prof. Ale began his educational career at St. Paul’s Primary School, Iyara in 1962 from where he went to Titcombe College, Egbe for both West African School certificate and Higher School Certificate (1967-1968). He then proceeded to ABU, Zaria to read B.Sc. in Mathematics (1972), and finally a Ph.D. from Southampton University, U.K (1977).
Professor Ale has taught and supervised 13 Ph.D, 31 M.Sc. students and supervised over 150 theses in his field. To date, 13 Ph.D and 400 M.Sc students have defended their theses before him. In University institutions he has served as an  acting Vice Chancellor, Dean, Coordinator of Science Education and currently, he is the Director General and Chief executive of the Mathematical Centre in Abuja, serving for the second term since 2007.
Professor Ale is an Evangelical Christian with a humble spirit. In spite of his academic laurels, he felt called to be a priest in the Anglican Communion. To actualize this calling, he went to Immanuel College of Theology in Ibadan and read a Diploma in Theology in 1985. He was ordained Priest in 1986 has served in Zaria, Bauchi and continues to be available to all the Christian groups that invite him.
Professor Ale is happily married and with his wife, they are blessed with four children. Brothers and sisters, it is a joy to have Professor Ale as the reviewer of this year’s synod address. We are believing the Lord that this will be the beginning of a new phase of his involvement again within the Communion after so many years of our missing out on his rich contributions to the Communion.
KADUNA DIOCESE SINCE THE LAST SESSION OF THIS SYNOD
1. MISSION AND PROCLAMATION:

a.
CHURCH GROWTH: Since the last session of this synod, emphasis has been placed on urban mission.  We began with a one-week course on urban mission which was facilitated by Colin Smith; CMS Africa (21-25th September, 2009). The outcome of this was an awareness of the need to plant a few more congregations within Kaduna metropolis.  During the one-week church plant, we concentrated on the areas selected and four new congregations evolved (Malali, Down Quarter Railway station, Mahuta and Matari.  We have continued to nurture these and our emphasis during the first half of this current year is to give each of these a solid foundation and build them up. In addition to this, we have embarked on assisting our regular members to think seriously about a personal faith in Christ through the proclamation of the Word (Revivals) and challenging them to make decisions to become Christ followers by their personal decisions (Proclamation). It has continued to yield results as in this past year, 138 new births were recorded to the glory of the Lord from within our various congregations.
Our Three Selected Mission Fields. At the last synod session, we shared our desire to concentrate on three mission fields among three selected indigenous peoples in the diocese: Gbagyi, Koro and Kadara.  Among the Gbagyi we now have 27 congregations, among the Kadara we have 20 and among the Koro 5 congregations.  We are in the process of enlisting their sons as Evangelists and assisting them through our rural development and health ministries. We appeal to this synod and all our partners to think seriously with prayers about adopting these groups. It is our desire to provide their villages with potable water, literacy classes and extend our mobile health ministry to them.
As a part of our commitment to promoting peace and peaceful coexistence between the Christian and Muslim communities in the state, we have embarked on putting into action our theme of “Know Your Muslim Neighbour”. To realize this dream, a significant number of our priests have established friendly relationships with the local Imam within their parishes and we are thankful to the Lord that it is working. The various reports have been very encouraging and there is a high expectancy level among both communities of an improved relationship. It is hoped that with this development, followers of both religions will emulate the good leadership examples their leaders are teaching them. Our presence is a form of witness as our Muslim neighbours watch what we do. 
Conflict Prevention. This is a programme the centre is committed to for the survival of Kaduna State in particular and the Northern States in general.  In the coming year, the plan is already completed to see that all our Priests, Evangelists, Diocesan Council members and Church Council members go through this programme to be run in batches at the centre.

Kaduna State is a mini  Nigeria with most of the major tribes in the country represented here and the two man contesting faith traditions – Islam and Christianity as dominant.  The given here is a world of pluralism; our task is to encourage members to have a thorough understanding of what they believe in and an understanding of Islam – the religion that informs the way of life of their Muslim neighbours.  Contrary to uninformed religious leaders, the culture of dialogue does not mean relativism, the creation of Chris-lam, religious     compromise or playing down the major theological differences between these two. We do hope that religious as well as lay leaders in our diocese and state will humble themselves and be available for this programme offered at our centre.

b. CONTEMPORARY CHURCH WORSHIP: This ministry began over three years ago after a trip to Nairobi, Kenya.  We saw clearly the need to put a stop to the habit of our youth and some of the older members drifting to the new generation congregations and also to bring back those who for one reason or another had left the Anglican Communion. Our vision is to meet the needs of our members wholistically and the Lord has honoured our desire to be faithful to His Great Commission in this way. We began with the Cathedral – then under the faithful and effective leadership of Ven. (now Bishop) P. Omole-Ekun.  By their 1st year anniversary, about 60% of the membership were those who had left the Anglican Communion.  As we approach our 3rd anniversary, the congregation at the Cathedral Contemporary Church worship now stands at 170 with about 75% returnees.  To the glory of the Lord, we now have a similar congregation in the following congregations: St. Christopher’s church, St. Paul’s church, Kakuri, Our Saviour’s church and  St. James’ the Great, Barnawa.
This vision has given hope to the youth in particular and to those who want to remain within the Communion without feeling gagged or hemmed in by one single worship tradition.  The Anglican Communion is both Catholic and Reformed/Evangelical; within the Evangelicals we have conservatives (traditional and contemporary), Charismatic’s (denominational, non-denominational, open non-denominational, and New Church), and Pentecostals. Within the Communion therefore there is room for high church (Anglo- Catholics) and Evangelicals (low church). As a diocese, we subscribe to both the Open and Charismatic (denominational) groups and we will not be coerced into one worship tradition while we, in turn will not coerce our members.
During the period of Lent this year, we jointly produced a booklet for study: Christian Stewardship with Zonkwa diocese in both English and Hausa. We are happy to inform this synod that our neighbouring dioceses- Kafanchan, Kwoi and Ikara participated in this partnership. We look forward to reports on an improved attitude to what the Lord has entrusted to us to be used to His glory and honour as good stewards. This is a part of our commitment to produce well-informed Christians within our Communion in Kaduna diocese.
Kaduna Diocesan Study Centre. We have finally been given the drawings for the renovation of this property and we plan to start work after this synod session.  Meanwhile we continue to run the Moore College PTC Course mainly for our Permanent Diaconate Candidates and the Evangelists.  Moore College continue to assist with the materials for the study, as well as feeding and transport allowance for all the Evangelists.  We are thankful to Sydney diocese for this partnership in the area of continuing education.

We announce to this synod that a Senior Staff from Moore College will be coming to run some teaching ministry for three weeks in the month of July.  During his stay, one or two of our graduate priests will under-study him in order to increase the number of those recognized by the College to teach the PTC Course.

We seize this opportunity to remind members of the diocese that the PTC Moore College Course is for all Christians who want to understand at a deeper level what the Christian faith is all about.  Going through the course will certainly give the student a better and informed knowledge of his/her faith.  We urge synod delegates to assist in publicizing this course.

c. THE PERMANENT DIACONATE ORDER

In order to meet this growing ministry, we have begun to prayerfully look around our members for those who believe they have a ministry within the diocese.  Since the last synod, we have continued to take such candidates through the Moore College PTC Course with some other relevant subjects for those offering themselves for the Church’s Ministry.  Such subjects include: Christian-Muslim Relations, Constitution of the Diocese, Anglicanism, Pastoralia and Church Administration.  At our last Advent Ordination, six candidates were made Deacons while five new prospective ones are currently in session.  We have decided to keep them on our continuing education programme so as to get them well-equipped for what we perceive is a challenging ministry in Kaduna State.  We want to add that almost all these ordinands and Deacons are graduates and professionals.  Kindly continue to uphold this ministry in your prayer.
This ministry is sacred and we need to encourage those who believe the Lord is calling them to it to seek discernment from the Lord before offering themselves. We have made a few mistakes by quickly laying hands on some who were not well screened and it is our desire to minimize such cases in the future. As from now, we would request that all who believe the Lord is calling them to this sacred ministry to make their desire known to their congregations. The congregation through the priest-in-charge would then forward the candidate’s name to the Bishop who in turn would then decide if he is convinced about the suitability of such a candidate for the sacred ministry. As from this session of our synod, the Bishop will regularly run vocational weekend programmes based on discernment for all desiring to offer themselves for the sacred ministry within the diocese. Participating in such programmes does not mean automatic approval but it does help the candidate to have a clearer and better understanding of the sacred ministry.
d. JACARANDA CONFERENCE CENTRE

Clogher 20:  This is a twenty- bedroom hostel built for the diocese by Bishop Michael Jackson and the good people of Clogher diocese in Ireland.  The dedication of the property was performed by the Bishop himself at a very simple service on the 25th November, 2009.  We are thankful to the Lord for this partnership with a part of our Communion and we look forward to this relationship becoming reciprocal to the glory of the Lord and a model for the Communion.  Bishop Jackson will be coming to visit and do some teaching among the clergy and people of the diocese during the course of this current year.

With the completion of Clogher 20 we are now able to host 70 
people comfortably at the centre.  We seize this opportunity to 
reach out to various little groups and invite them to visit us and 
hold their Retreats, House Groups and Conferences at Jacaranda.  It is your property, come and use it to the glory of the Lord.

Since the last synod, we have had the joy of hosting two important and significant groups: a two-day workshop on Christian-Muslim Relations for some Muslim and Christian leaders from selected Local Government Areas of Kaduna state. The workshop was organized by the Christian Council of Nigeria in collaboration with JNI and CAN. Last month, we also hosted the Nigeria Inter-Religious Council (NIREC) Committee on “Interfaith Relations” for another two-day meeting. These are small but important parts of our ministry here in Kaduna diocese. We invite other religious groups to come and use our facilities for the promotion of peace and peaceful coexistence in Kaduna state in particular and the country as a whole.  
Grace Chapel: We are happy to announce to this synod that this Chapel built and donated to the diocese by Mrs. Grace Danjuma is now a full chapel with its own congregation. This is the heart of Jacaranda Conference Centre, we now have a resident  priest attached to this ministry and he will serve as Chaplain to all who come for spiritual refreshment.
e. THE FARM SECTION OF JACARANDA
This is the commercial wing of this property.  We are pleased to inform this synod session that in spite of the depressing economic climate of our country, the Lord has continued to be good to us.
The Poultry section made a modest profit of N1,253,514.00 
this past year.  The committee was able to successfully rear 10 batches; the target is to rear twelve batches each year, we solicit your prayers and patronage so as to achieve this target.

Agronomy:  This is our biggest challenge on the entire property.  We have a good selection of economic trees: passion fruit, oranges, grapefruits, cashew and mangoes. Due to the lack of irrigation facilities, we are only able to make good sales from the mangoes (we have 7 species).  The sales from this past year came to N803,610.00.  We could triple that if we had a functional irrigation system which would allow us look after the other economic trees and make good sales in their seasons as well.

In addition, our goal is to keep all the plants and the surroundings clean of stubs, grass and weeds in order to keep away snakes and give a safe and clean environment on the entire farm.  The tractor servicing the farm is old and needs repairs.  We need N822,830.00 to refurbish the tractor and we need a 2nd tractor, preferably  a new one which will cost N7,000,000.00.  We believe that Jacaranda Property, if adequately funded should be able to meet our financial needs for our ministries in the diocese as well as our commitment to the other dioceses within Kaduna Province.

f. MEDICAL MISSION

The Mobile Clinic

With only two volunteer Medical Doctors and a few nurses, this vital part of our wholistic ministry has continued to bring hope to the hopeless, quality life to those in the rural parts of the diocese and joy in the Lord to all we are able to reach through our works of mercy.  Following the advice from our Trinity Episcopal partners and the support for this advice at our last synod a smaller team headed by the medical officer in-charge of the Kateri medical centre now goes to five villages along the Kateri-Abuja axis with a second mobile unit.  Some statistical data are hereby provided so as to give us an idea of the range of people we are able to reach with the love of Christ. 
Kakura –Kachia axis the Dr. Alao led team attended to 


316 
Females (Adults)



115
Male (Adults)


429
Female (Children)



378
Male 
   (Children 
Total =  1238

Kateri – Jere axis  led by Dr. Niyi attended to
 

27 Males (Adult)


114 Female (Adult)


158 Children 



Total =  299

A Special Need
Within two days of each week, the two mobile clinic teams cover 200 kilometers. The vehicle assigned to this ministry is 16 years old and it is costing too much money to maintain.  In addition, it is no longer comfortable for the team and there is therefore a need for a replacement.  In place of this Toyota hilux, we would need another – preferably another Toyota hi-lux.  We are informed that a new one would gulp about 4 million naira.

Kateri health centre 

This facility continues to provide health care services to the people of Kateri and the surrounding villages in particular.  In general it also meets the emergency needs of those accident victims along the Abuja-Kaduna motorway.  The services currently offered include:
· Provision of Antenatal services

· Immunization of infants

· Out- patient consultations and in-patient admission

· Laboratory services

· Ultrasound scan especially obstetric scan

· Carrying out minor surgical procedures and liaising with consultant surgeons for immediate surgeries

· Road traffic accident cases.

Since the last session of this synod to the month of March this year, the health centre has attended to 2,930 patients. Out of this figure we had 586 Ante-Natal patients, 616 Malaria cases and 113 road accident cases along the Kaduna-Abuja highway. Our gratitude goes to our partners from Trinity Episcopal Church, Tariffville in the diocese of Connecticut and other non-Anglican congregations who have joined hands with them to make this ministry effective. We are happy to announce to this synod that a Nigerian-American member of our partners in the US did a doctoral research work on this health centre. He successfully defended and has been awarded a Doctoral degree by Phoenix University.
Rural Development. Our focus in this ministry is the provision of potable water to villages within our diocese irrespective of religious profession. This ministry is  a partnership with Coventry diocese of the Church of England. Since our last synod, we have been able to provide five additional new wells to the existing ones to the following village settlements: Gwadala, Gwuaba, Goningora Wusono and Kakura 111. We are thankful to Jim and Ann Saxton who have kept this vital ministry going through their indefatigable efforts in raising the funds and keeping the interest of the people of Coventry diocese up.
g. EPISCOPAL MINISTRATION:

a) Ordination: On the 13th of December at our Advent ordination service, the following candidates were made Deacons:
i. Mr. Ada Victor Aghahowa

ii. Mr. Daniel Jedidiah Akaolisa

iii. Engr. Jonathan I. Audu

iv. Mr. Bassey Adeyemi Ebenezer

v. Mr. Joseph Dele Olorunfemi

vi. Mr. Peter Oride

vii. Mr. Victor Utor
The following were ordained Priests:
i. Rev. Mishael Obinna Andy

ii. Rev. Herbert Haruna Mamman

On the 25th of April, after a break of twenty years and at a colourful and joyous service, the Venerable Jacob Kwashi was instituted and installed as fourth Provost of St. Michael’s Cathedral, Kaduna. We want to thank the Cathedral leadership for all their support and wish the Very Revd. J.and Mrs. R. Kwashi a fruitful ministry among the good people of our Cathedral.
b) Confirmation and Admissions:
                                                  Confirmation.    WOMEN’S guild  .     

St. Michael’s Cathedral: 8/11/09       18.      16
St. Christopher               6/9/09         18

Christ Church                20/12/09      84

St. Augustine, NDA        26/7/09        25

St. John’s Makera           9/8/09          42       21

St. James’ Kujama        20/09/09        19

Holy Trinity, Television   20/09/09       28       21

St. Paul’s Romi                27/09/09       68      11

St. Peter’s U/Sunday       27/12/09       31       04

St. Peter’s Abakpa            17/01/10       10      10

St. Mary’s Kudadan                                66

Anglican Church, Bayan-Dutse               30

Ascension Church, Ungwan Boro 16/05/10            46

TOTAL                                                485      83

We admitted 24 new members into the Mothers’ Union on 8th, November, 2009 at the Cathedral.  

c) Celebrations: 
i. On the 30th of December, our Synod Lay Secretary, Mrs. Deola Bako was abducted in front of her home in Barnawa. The entire Cathedral went into prayers as we were on our end of year prayer retreat. The Lord answered, she was found and released unharmed without a kobo paid as ransom on her to her abductors. The ransom paid on her by the Lord Jesus Christ was and will always be enough for her and every child of His. To the Lord alone be the glory.

ii. In the history of our diocese and the whole of the Northern States we have been doubly blessed by the Lord with the gift of two Professors from the Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. Professor Victoria Awawu Pam (Eye Surgeon), and Professor Elsie Samaila (Opthalmology). Again, to the Lord alone be the glory.
iii. We also congratulate and rejoice with Rev. Joshua Mallam who has just been awarded an M.A. in Islamic Studies from St. Paul’s University, Nairobi Kenya. Similarly we congratulate Ven. Jacob Kolo for completing his B.D. degree course from Jos University.
Kaduna and the Episcopacy. Since the last synod, the Lord has elevated two more of our best staff in the diocese to the high office of the Episcopacy. The Rev. Canon Emeka Mogekwu was elected to the vacant see of Asaba and Canon Samuel Ogundeji elected to fill the vacant see of Egba-West.  We give all the glory to the Lord and we thank the good people of Kaduna diocese who continue to invest in their priests, cooperate with them and make our various ministries less stressful.  We certainly wish these Bishops every blessing in their new responsibilities and plead with them to continue with Kaduna tradition of respect for the laity and dignity to the office of priesthood.  We rejoice at your elections, we look forward to your working together in partnership should you desire it.
g. WOMEN’S MINISTRY IN THE DIOCESE.

Diocesan all night prayer

This annual event took place in June 2009. The attendance was record breaking, as we had a huge number of participants from the rural areas.  Three women come to give their testimonies, each of these touched the hearts of the women. The highlight of this all night was that 15 women gave their lives to Christ for the first time. To God alone be the glory.

Visits to the rural areas. We embarked on visits to our rural parishes to encourage them in their faith. Following the training on Community Based Newborn Care, several visits paid to Badiko and Bishini communities, to encourage the women to go for antenatal and postnatal cares and also the care of these newborn babies in their own homes. The visits made impact on the women as well as their husbands who asked many questions. This laudable work had to stop for lack of funds to the rural areas. We still hope to find a way to restart it not just in the rural areas but in all our churches within the urban areas. There is a great demand from our clients who find the exercise very useful. Other areas visited include Kagarko and Kujama Deaneries where we spent two days with talks and film shows. 
Seminars and workshops. For first time ever, Diocesan widow’s seminar was held in July 2009 at the Cathedral of St Micheal. We had talks on the challenges of widows, and highlighted the responsibilities of widows to the church and encouraged them not to alienate themselves but to participate in all that is going on. At the seminar, they were taught how to make air fresheners and liquid soap for those who may wish to acquire new skills or start some small-scale business. We thank God for enabling us to do this. There were about 200 participants in all and we hope to make this an annual event. They all went away with little baskets of gifts. 
The MU/WG joined the Peace Lovers Association of Nigeria (PLAN) an NGO in a one day seminar in November 2009 with the theme ‘Steering Marriages from Divorce Option’. The seminar comprised of both men and women. The advantages of marriage and the reasons for divorce were discussed. Participants were encouraged to seek counselling from their pastors/imams respectively.

On the 1st of December which is the World’s HIV/AIDS day, MU/WG teamed up with the Diocesan HIV/AIDS Committee to celebrate the special day. The day commenced with a social walk from Leventis Stores roundabout with singing and dancing to the Ranchers Bees’ stadium which included the Deputy Governor of Kaduna state Mr. Patrick Yakowa and other NGOs in Kaduna state. Following the walk, there was a public lecture on the Role of Faith based Organisations in the Control of HIV/AIDS.

Girls’ Guild. We continue to lay emphasis on our young people especially the girls. In the past year, we re-awakened our efforts with our girls. There was sensitization exercise round the churches in June. This was then followed by a pre-conference seminar in July on Building Relationships. The annual Girls Guild camp took place in August with about 200 girls in attendance. We want to thank the priests and Bishop for all their support and we look forward to a more productive year.
h. CHURCH OF NIGERIA ANGLICAN COMMUNION NEWS: To the glory of the Lord, we now have a new Primate who will represent us to the Anglican Communion worldwide and the country as a whole. He is the Most Reverend Nicholas O. Okoh. Until his election, he was the Bishop of Asaba and Archbishop of Bendel Province. He has since been presented and has commenced his primatial duties; we will be receiving him officially here on Monday the 24th of May as our provincial visitor. We urge Kaduna diocese to uphold him and his wife in our prayers for a purposeful, humane and people oriented leadership. Pray for the new Primate that he will listen to the three Houses that make up the synod and take decisions that will lead to growth and development within the Communion in Nigeria. The Anglican Communion in Nigeria has a lot to offer to the entire Communion and a lot to learn as well. Pray that our new Primate will allow himself to be used of the Lord to achieve these two goals to His glory.

i. THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION: The crisis within the Communion is not a peculiarity of the Anglicans, it is a crisis between secularity on the one hand and Biblical convictions and interpretations in the Church Universal on the other, as well as the different concepts of authority within the Communion. The Anglican Communion has always served as a home to members with different theological and ecclesiological positions and mysteriously held together in spite of these differences. As alluded to above, Kaduna diocese subscribe to the Evangelical and charismatic leanings without condemning or calling those who subscribe to a different position names. Contrary to what some of those fighting expect, we are a “Communion” and not a Church. The implication of this concept is that Anglicans have no central legislative body like Parliament but a family of Churches that acknowledge a common liturgical and historical heritage. Although administratively independent from one another, these Churches were keen to remember that they had grown out of the Church of England and remained in communion with the See of Canterbury. (Hannaford.pp.55-56).
 Anglicanism, both at the provincial and international level, has chosen a system of authority that rejects centralized and coercive institutions in favour of structures that facilitate ongoing discussion where as many opinions as possible may be heard. For the parts of the Communion where this system of being Church is not satisfactory, we advise that a case be put to the appropriate instrument of unity for a reappraisal and possible change of the present system we have operated since the famous Long Judgment of 1865 (Thomas) .The ongoing struggle for power is a distraction, it is destructive and unnecessary. As concerned members of this Communion we suggest that an aggressive form of education on the nature of our Communion is promoted so as to educate Anglicans and those outside to know that Anglicanism has a credible ecclesiology that is theologically sound. In addition, we suggest that members should get to know and understand who they believe in and live out their faith without being shy.
j. STATE OF THE NATION: Our country has gone through what no one ever expected and survived to the glory of the Lord. The period of President Yar’Adua’s illness and eventual death was a very trying one for this country. We must as a Church commend the maturity and good leadership of the National Assembly and the Senate president in particular, who allowed the Holy Spirit to direct him and his leadership of the Senate. We are where we are today as one nation due to this purposeful and selfless leadership of the Senate President and we are thankful to the Lord for him. We mourn with the family members of our late president and pray the Lord to comfort them and the entire nation.
To our new President, Dr. Goodluck Jonathan, we also would want to commend him for his patience, maturity and Spirit-filled life. We congratulate him and wish him every blessing as he leads this nation to the next phase which is the next general election.
Our President and brother, no one would want to find himself where you are today, called to captain a ship mid-stream. However, as a Christian, we would advise that you settle down very quickly and carry this nation to where the Lord wants her. You initially set-up a Presidential Advisory Committee; we did say it was not a helpful thing to do and we still maintain that position. You do not need this outfit to succeed and therefore we would advise that you thank the members of this PAC and set-up your small kitchen cabinet from among those elected by the people, young and professionally competent. The idea of surrounding yourself with old and spent politicians should be discouraged.  Secondly, reduce the now-popular slogan: “Seven-Point Agenda” to a number you know is realizable within the one year you have to lead this nation to a successful election. We advise that you advertise yourself by proving your leadership qualities in the following areas that need urgent and effective solutions: security of lives and property, power generation, road network and job opportunities for our large army of unemployed graduates and skilled men and women. In addition, do all the constitution allows you to reduce the corrupt practices within every facet of our nation including the religious bodies! We urge you not to retain the “seven-Point agenda” if you want your name remembered for a long time after this dispensation!
The temptation is there for you to contest the next Presidential election, do not listen to your detractors by spending this opportune time campaigning; let your performance do the campaigning, deliver these areas to Nigerians and let Nigerians decide and campaign for you. Finally, while we advise that you allow your faith to guide your style of governance, you are always to remember that though a Christian, you are the President of Nigeria not a sectional leader. We plead with you to be bold and fair to all irrespective of religious, and tribal affiliations and identification. 
k. THE SYNOD THEME
Christianity, particularly in Nigeria today and on the continent of Africa generally, has taken a new dimension in the name “renewal”, “revival” “Pentecostalism” etc.  Our TV Christian programmes have become a form of entertainment, commercialization of the gospel in the form of promises that are not biblically honest, self promotion and the whipping up of emotions leading to frenzies and theatrical shows!  Unfortunately, some mission -based denominations like the Anglican Communion are buying into this new fad. Prayer sessions have become singing periods, all night vigils have been turned into séance where all sorts of predictions, visions, and ‘prophetic’ utterances are claimed.  Even senior religious leaders within the mission-based denominations in order to prove their relevance or otherwise, have bought into this system and they now move from one diocese to another (doing not much in their assigned dioceses) to preach sermons that work innocent but ignorant people up, carry out healings, and promise wealth and prosperity to their crowds. The end result is that such charlatans have gathered around themselves similar disciples and a cabal now exists within the church. 

My dear synod delegates and guests, it is God’s command to every one of us to have a personal Pentecost: Be filled with the Spirit (Acts 2:4). It is not enough to be indwelt with the Holy Spirit, wonderful as that is.  Every Christian, of course is indwelt with the Holy Spirit, the Bible says:
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His. When I became a Christian in 1964, though I did not realize it at the time, the Holy Spirit entered into my life and heart and personality, there to dwell.  Every Christian is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. But here is something over and above, something beyond that.  Here we read of believers, of those who belong to the Lord Jesus, being filled, possessed, dominated with the Holy Spirit. Synod delegates, that I believe is the will of God concerning you, concerning me; it is God’s plan and purpose, and provision for all His children, for each of His children.  They were all filled with the Holy Spirit.

Now in order to know and see the revolutionary nature of what it means to be filled with the Holy Spirit and compare that with what we see today among us Nigerian Christians who claim to be Spirit-filled, we ask, what are Spirit-filled Christians like?  This question gives us the theme for our synod Characteristics of Spirit-filled Christians. Amidst all we see today on our TV screens, all that is going on at the various worship centres and congregations with the daily increase in the number of such worshippers mentioned in corrupt cases, openly stealing government money meant for the welfare of the citizens, armed robbery, assassinations, kidnappings, vote-rigging, covering up the truth, telling lies, tribal and ethnic killings etc.  we ask, what are the marks of spirit-filled Christians?  What are those evidences in the lives of Christians that characterize them, that mark them out as men and women who are filled with the Holy Spirit? And to answer that question let us go through certain references in this book of Acts of the Apostles where we read of the early Christians being filled, or full of the Holy Spirit.  As we look at the references, we shall immediately see what Christians are like, what kind of people they are, when they are filled with the Holy Spirit.  It is my prayer that members of this diocese in particular and Kaduna State Christians in general will see, moreover, why we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit; why we need to have this vital, transforming, personal experience of personal Pentecost.
First in Acts 2:4 we read that Spirit-filled Christians speak of, and for, their Lord and Master.  They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak as the Spirit gave them utterance.
On this occasion, the essential thing that happened, the permanency, was this, They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they began to speak … as the Spirit gave them utterance.  The local and special manifestation that God gave for a particular purpose on this occasion, was the speaking in tongues, which enabled all the people from many nations who were gathered there, on that particular occasion, to hear in their own language.  I want you to see how wonderful this is.  These disciples had been filled with fear.  They all forsook Jesus and fled, they were filled with panic.  Peter, in fact, denied his Lord three times. And now they were in Jerusalem, and were faced with the very people who had been responsible for crucifying the Lord of glory.  And what was their attitude toward them?  They stood up and with great courage and boldness they spoke forth the message of the Gospel – and I am of the opinion that not only Peter, but the others were associated with him in that, because in v. 14 we read, But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice and said … that is the key word, said!
As we read further into the Acts we discover that these early Christians were always gossiping the Gospel.  We read that wherever they went – in Chap 8:4 – for instance – they that were scattered abroad went everywhere preaching the word.  It is interesting to note that those who were scattered abroad – not the apostles, not those who had the higher positions of responsibility, but the rank and file of the church – just went everywhere and wherever they went, in every situation, whether it was in the temple or in the market place, whether they were in prison or traveling, or visiting friends and family, or going down a street, wherever they were, and in every circumstance, they were on the job speaking for their Lord.  They were gossiping the Gospel.
What was the secret? How did they do it? Often we do not speak about our Lord and Master.  Why not? Why are we so fearful – at meetings, in our courts, in Board Rooms, in the Houses of Assembly, at Church meetings?  Why do we not have such an abundance in our hearts as makes our mouths speak forth with clarity and simplicity, with a glow, and with joy, of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? The answer is this: They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they began to speak as the Spirit … as the Holy Spirit who filled them, and possessed them, and controlled their faculties, and put the heart of the matter within them, and enabled them to use their lips, for the glory of God.  It was then, as they were filled with the Holy Spirit, that they began to speak.  He – the Holy Spirit gave them the utterance.
Here, then, is the first mark of a Spirit filled Christian; the first reason why we need to be filled with the Spirit.  A Spirit-filled Christian is a testifying speaking Christian.

The second mark of a Spirit-filled Christian is this: Spirit-filled Christians carry with them a strong resemblance to their Lord and Master.
Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marveled, and they took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus.  Acts 4:13.

I suggest the thing to notice here is not so much Peter’s speaking, not so much his courage and eloquence, not so much his faithfulness to the Gospel, but the fact that in this tremendous situation of testing, the one thing that characterized him was that he was like his Lord.  Remember, Peter and John had been in prison, for giving healing to a lame man in the name of the Lord.  Now, they were on trial before the authorities (vv6-7).  And Peter and John had to come and stand before this august assembly.  And as these important people looked at Peter and John, what did they see? In one word, they saw a resemblance to the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Let us remind ourselves that these members of this august body were enemies of the Lord, and yet when they looked at these two servants of Christ, all they could think of was Him, the One for whose crucifixion and death upon the Cross they had been responsible. That was the only explanation they could find. These were unlearned and ignorant men, and yet when they saw them standing there, the only thing they could think of was that somehow they reflected the glory and the grace of the Lord whom they served.  It was not what Peter and John said that impressed them; it was not even what they did, but what they were, what they were like – and they were like their Lord.  Why?  Because they were filled with the Holy Spirit.
Beloved ‘Spirit-filled Christian’, in your home, and your office, they take knowledge of you.  What impresses them when they see you in your home, in your office, and in your business, in your factory, and in all the everyday things of life where you mix with other people? Do they take knowledge of you that you are just religious, that you are just a Church-goer? Or somehow or other above all that and beyond all that, because you are filled with the Holy Spirit? When they see you, do they see something of the Lord Jesus? You are a Christ-like person, because you are filled with the Holy Spirit.  You are like your Lord; and all their arguments fall to the ground, all that they intend to do to you and say to you, it does not seem to count for anything, because as they look at you they see your Lord.  A second characteristic of spirit-filled Christians is that people take notice that they have been with Jesus.  Is that your need? Is it mine? A personal Pentecost makes Christlike believers.
When you turn to Acts 4:31 you come across Peter and John and other Christians gathered together, having a wonderful prayer meeting, something similar to the kind of prayer conferences we organize today.  We read … They spoke the word of God with boldness … and the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul; … but they had all things common … (v32-33).
From the passage I suggest to you that the third mark of a Spirit-filled Christian, is that Spirit-filled Christians experience and enjoy the true meaning of Christian fellowship.  What is the population of this one congregation we are talking about? From 4:4 we are informed that there were by now at least 5000 members of the Jerusalem Church, probably very many more than that.  This congregation was made up of young and old, rich and poor, different people from different backgrounds, and yet they were “All one in Christ Jesus”.  What a miracle!  Have you ever thought what a miracle that was?  They all loved one another, they all helped one another, they all cared for one another, they all rejoiced with one another who were in a condition and frame of mind for rejoicing, and wept with those who wanted to be wept with.  They shared with one another; in other words, they knew what true Christian fellowship was.  There were no social barriers, no denominational barriers, no racial, tribal or ethnic barriers, no emotional or physical barriers, there were no sinful or carnal barriers at all.
Friends, how wonderful, they were all brought together. By the initial baptism of the Holy Spirit which united them into one body of Christ, and by the infilling of the Holy Spirit, they were made one with each other, that was true Christian fellowship.

Well, that is the third mark of the Spirit-filled Christian. It is the third reason why we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit: a personal Pentecost makes us one with all the Lord’s people everywhere and anywhere.  Whoever they are – Nupe, Berom, Hausa, Igbo, Fulani, whatever their status – graduate, labourer, oil magnate or petty trader, politician or cleric, however long they have been Christians or however short they have been Christians, whatever church affiliation, we are all one in Christ, we are all in the same body, we all have the same head, are filled with the Holy Spirit, and are able to give expression to this glorious truth, “All one in Christ”.
Turning to Acts 7:55 we discover that Spirit-filled Christians react graciously under provocation and persecution and trial.  Stephen, being full of the Holy Spirit looked up steadfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God… And they stoned Stephen --- And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge (vv55-60).
Look at what is happening here – here is this man of God, stoned to death, the first Christian Martyr.  What is he doing; what is his reaction in this time of tremendous testing and provocation?  As we have just read, he is praying for his enemies, and he is enjoying the vision glorious.  What does he look like?  If you turn to Acts. 6:15, you will see there that, as they looked upon him, they saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.  Here again is a miracle.  Friends, it isn’t natural to pray for your enemies, to rejoice when you are being martyred, but it is supernatural.  Let me ask: what happens to you when somebody is rude to you – do you have a face like an angel, or a face like a lion? Or perhaps something worse.
Friends, that is the teaching here.  How do we react to the things that happen to us?  Are we irritated, complaining, retaliating, upset, or in the midst of all these things, because we have the vision glorious, and because the Spirit of God has control over our faculties, are we offering and turning the other cheek and doing as Jesus would do?  And as they look at us, do they see our face somehow or other lit up with the radiance of heaven – though we know it not ourselves, as Moses when he came down from the mount did not know that his face was shining, but everybody else saw that it did, because he was in touch with his Lord.  How do we react to the things that happen to us?  In the office, and in the home, when people are rude and ungracious; how do we react?  Do we retaliate? Do we get angry with them and exclaim that they have no monopoly of violence? This then is the forth mark or characteristic of a Spirit-filled Christian; the fourth reason why we need to be filled with the Spirit. Spirit-filled Christians are gracious Christians.
In Acts 11:24, we read that Spirit-filled Christians are spiritually reproductive – “Bear fruit that will last”, Jesus commands us all!  Barnabas was a good man, and full of faith, and many people were added unto the Lord.  We are not told much about the preaching of Barnabas.  I put to you that in the words: He was a good man, we have a clue as to what he was, rather than what he said.  It was Barnabas’ life that did it.  Do you recall what God said to Adam and Eve his wife?  Among other things, God said this – “multiply”.  And the same God in Christ says the same to you and to me, who have been married to Christ – multiply, reproduce: “Bear fruit that will last”.  Members of Kaduna diocese, are we doing it?  I ask, how many spiritual children have you?  In our Communion today, the emphasis is no longer on leading people to Christ but in encouraging them in their un-Christ like behaviour and teaching them how to become wealthy and prosperous using the ways and methods of the unregenerate world! I believe the fifth mark of Spirit-filled Christians is that they are spiritually reproductive.  And the fifth reason why we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit is not only that we may be good people, but that through our ministry “much people” shall be added unto the Lord.
In Acts 13:9  we read: Then Saul (who also is called Paul), filled with the Holy Spirit, set eyes on him and said, you full of all subtlety and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease to pervert the right way of the Lord? We find here a sixth characteristic which is that Spirit-filled Christians have a holy hatred of sin in every shape or form.  A Spirit-filled Christian who has a television or radio will exercise very great care, and be selective and discerning and disciplined in the matter of what he sees and what he hears, that nothing unholy should be before him/her; that he/she should not tamper with unholy things.  A Spirit-filled Christian will be very careful in matters of dress, especially Spirit-filled girls and boys.  A Spirit-filled Christian will be very careful what newspapers, films, magazines and literature books he/she buys, watches and reads, that such print and or electronic media do not introduce things that are unseemly and unholy and worldly, devilish, sensual, and that create wrong thoughts.  A Spirit-filled Christian will avoid dirty-deals like publishing paid-for articles, swindling, kicking prices, inflating figures and using positions for self enrichment at the expense of the masses! A Spirit-filled Christian will be most discerning and discriminating in these matters. A personal Pentecost produces sensitivity to the holiness of God, and a hatred of sin.
Conclusion. From the above exposition, it is obvious that what we term ‘marks of a Spirit-filled Christian’ in our theology today in Nigeria are not quite what we read about the Acts of the Holy Spirit in the Acts of the Apostles. Making the same observation, Principal Macleod said: “There is nothing at all destructive in the experience of the Holy Spirit, and Christians should be exceedingly careful lest the language they use give any impression to the contrary. It is utterly misleading to speak of women and men as God-intoxicated or Spirit-intoxicated, as if the acme of spirituality were that men and women lose their inhibitions, their self-consciousness and their self-control and manifest their ‘liveliness’ by swooning, chanting, clapping and stamping their feet. Such thinking has lost all connection with Scripture, which expects us to present our bodies to God in reasonable service, to behave with decency and order and practice a love which is always aware of other people and their needs. Far from overriding men’s capabilities, the filling of the Holy Spirit sharpens our minds, strengthens our self-control and disciplines our emotions. The very last thing it does is to unfit us for life in this perplexing and bemusing world. It is not therefore by extravagant behavior that you can tell, “He/she is a Spirit-filled person”.
We need to move on from frothy, ecstatic, showy, demonstrations of a Spirit-filled life to a life that is characterized by behavioural traces that would lead onlookers see the life of Christ in us. 
Your Friend and Pastor.
Josiah Kada.
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